Ergot.?(a,) Physiological Action.?Dr P. Ebertz concludes from his investigations that the diminution in the frequency, and the increase in the fulness of the pulse, produced by ergot, is due to the direct action of the drug on the terminals of the vagus in the heart. The origin of the vagus is not affected, and the vagus itself is not paralyzed. The increased blood-pressure produced by ergotin is the result of the direct irritation by the drug of the vasomotor centre.?Schmidt's Jahrbucher, clviii According to Vulpian, jaborandi does not slow the heart's action if urari be previously given ; he therefore concludes that the slowing is caused by stimulation of the peripheral ends of the pneumogastric inhibitory fibres on the heart. Mr Langley is led to believe, from a careful series of experiments, that jaborandi does slow the heart's action after urari has been given, and he concludes that it produces this slowing by acting on something else than on the inhibitory nerve-fibres going to the heart. Mr Langley found that an electric stimulus of definite strength sent into the pneumogastric of a toad, soon after the injection of jaborandi, when the heart's action is just a little slowed, produces a greater inhibitory effect on the heart than it does before the injection. In the rabbit he has not been able to determine any 
